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INTRODUCTION

The Crisis of the 

Empire and the 

Later Mughals

Emergence of 

New States

The Old Mughal 

Provinces
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The Watan Jagirs 

of the Rajputs

Seizing Independence
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Hyderabad

Awadh

Bengal
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The Jats

The Marathas 

The S ikhs
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➢ Significant changes 
came in the half of 
the 18th cent. (in the 
Mughal boundaries)

➢ As many new 
powers in 1765 
came such as British 
had grabbed chunks 
of eastern India.
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➢ We will read 
about the 
emergence of 
new political 
groups during 
1707 when 
Aurangzeb died 
till the third 

battle of  

Panipat in  1761.
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➢ Deccan part of India  
- Karnataka,  

Kerala,  Tamil  

Nādu,  Telangana,  

Maharashtra,  

Andhra 

Pradesh (in the 
map)
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➢ In ch-4 
Mughal 
reached of 
its success 
and started 
facing crises 
in the 
closing years 
of 17 th

cent.
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➢ These were caused by 
numbers of factors, emperor 
Aurangzeb had depleted the 
mil itary and f inancial 

resources of his empire by 
fighting long war in deccan.

➢ Later the administration broke 
down. It became difficult for 
the later Mughal emperor 

to keep check on their 
powerful mansabdars.

www.evidyarthi.in
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➢ Nobles appointed as 

governors (subadars ) 
controlled the offices of 
revenue and 
administrations (diwan 

and faujdari  as 

well )
➢ This gave them 

mil itary , pol it ical,  

economic power over 
vast empire of 
Mughals.
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mansabdars faujdari

d iwan subadars

Office of military 
commander, 
revenue function 
and court.

(nobles)with 
military 
responsibilities 
and jagirs.

High position 
officials in 
court(finance)

Governor, political 
military functions
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➢ Peasants and zamindars 

rebellion in many parts of 
northern and western India 

added to the problems of 
Mughal as revolt were sometime 
causes by mounting taxes 

and Mughals were been 
challenged by rebellion groups 
also.

➢ But these groups were not able 
to seize any economic resources 
and emperor after Aurangzeb 
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➢ were unable to arrest the 

gradual shifting of political 
and economic authority from 
the hands of governors,  

local chieftains and 

other groups .
➢ in the meantime of this 

political crises the ruler of 
Iran, nadir shah sacked and 
plundered the city of Delhi  

and took immense amount of 
wealth.
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➢ These invasions were 
followed by Afghan rulers 
Ahmad shah Abdal i  

,who invaded north India 
5 t imes between 1748 

and 1761.

➢ Already under severe 
pressure from all sides. 
Empire got weekend by 
division of different 
groups of nobles.

www.evidyarthi.in
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➢ They were divided into two 

groups Irani 's  and 

turannis (nobles of Turkish 
decent)later Mughal emperor 
were puppets in the hands of 
one of these powerful groups.

➢ Worst humiliation came when 
two Mughal emperor 
Farrukh s iyar (1713-1719) 
assassinated and shah alam 

i i i  (1759 – 1816) were blinded 
by their nobles.
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➢ With the decline in the Mughal 
authority and emperors ,the 
governors,  zamindars 

consolidated their authority in 
different parts.

➢ In the 18th cent. Mughal 
empire gradual fragments into 
many independent states . 
States of 18th cent can be 
divided into groups 



CLASS VII CH 10 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS

www.evidyarthi.in
❖ 1) states that were old 

Mughals province like Awadh,  

Bengal and Hyderabad 

(extremely powerful and 
quite independent)

➢ rulers of these states did not 
break their formal t ies with 
Mughal emperor.

❖ 2) States that enjoyed 
independence under the 
Mughals as watan jagirs 

includes Rajput province .
https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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❖ 3) last groups includes 
state under control of 
Marathas,  S ikhs 

and jats .
➢ These were of different 

sizes and had seized 
independent from 
Mughals after a long 

drawn armed 

struggle.
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Marathas
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Sikhs
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jats

Raja surajmal
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➢ Among that states that were 
carried out of the old Mughal 
provinces in the 18 th cent three 
stand out very prominently i.e. 
Awadh,  Bengal and Hyderabad.

➢ They were members of Mughal 
nobility who had governors of large 
province sa ’adat khan (Awadh) 

➢ Asaf jah (Hyderabad)
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Nizam-

ul-Mulk 

Asaf Jah

Burhan-ul-

Mulk Sa ‘adat 

Khan 
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high mansabdari 
positions and 
enjoyed  trust and 
confidence of 
emperor.

➢ Both Asaf jah and 

murshid qul i

khan (BENGAL) had 
a zat rank of 

7 ,000 and 6,000 

each .
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Hyderabad

➢ Nizam – ul –Mulk asal 

jah (founder of Hyderabad state 
1724-1748) was most powerful 
members at the court of Mughal 
emperor Farrukh s iyar.

➢ Asaf jah was interested first 
with governorship of Awadh but 
later given charge of deccan.
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➢ As he became Mughal governor 

of deccan during 1720-22 Asaf 

jah already gained control 
pol it ical and f inancial 

administration , later he gather 
power in his hands and became 
actual ruler of the region.

➢ Asaf jah bought skilled labors, 
administrators from north India, 
appointed mansabdars with 

jagirs granted to them.
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➢ Even he was a servant of 

Mughal he independently 
ruled without any problem. 
Mughal emperor merely 
confirmed decisions made 
by Asaf jah .

➢ State of Hyderabad was 
struggling  against 
Marathas in the west 

and Telegu warrior 

chiefs (nayakas)
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MarathasTelegu warrior 
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Awadh

➢ Burhan-ul-Mulk Sa ‘adat 

Khan was appointed subadar 
of Awadh in 1722.

➢ Awadh was a prosperous 
regions controlling rich 
alluvial ganga plan and 
main trade routes between 
north India and Bengal .
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offices of subadari ,d iwani  

and faujadari ,simply 
responsible for managing 
f inancialy,pol it icaly,mi

l itary affaires of 

Awadh.

➢ Burhan tried to decrease 
Mughal influence in Awadh

by reducing office holders 
(jag irdars ) appointed by 
Mughals .
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mansabdars faujdari

d iwan subadars

Office of military 
commander, 
revenue function 
and court.

(nobles)with 
military 
responsibilities 
and jagirs.

High position 
officials in 
court(finance)

Governor, political 
military functions
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➢ In appointed his own loyal 

servants account of 
j a g i r d a r s were checked 
to prevent cheating of 
revenue of all district were 
checked by the official 
appointed by the nawabs 

court.

➢ He seized no. of Rajput 

zamins and agricultural 

fert ile  land of Afghans 

of Rohilkhand. 
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➢ State was dependent on local 

bankers and Mahajan's for 
loans revenue farmers 

(i jaradars ) agreed to pay the 
state sum of f ixed money.

➢ Revenue farmers were 
involved in the collections of 
taxes, these developments 
allow new social orders 

i .e .  moneylenders bankers

to influence state revenue 
system.
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Bengal

➢ Bengal broke  under Mughal 
control of murshid qul i  khan 

appointed as naib (deputy to 
the governor of province)

➢ Never stayed in low rank like, 
the rulers of Hyderabad 

and Awadh (they commanded 
revenue administration)
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➢ He wanted to 

reduce Mughal 
influence and 
transferred all 
Mughal 
jagirdars to 

Orissa and 
changed 
revenue system 
of Bengal.
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➢ Revenue was 
collected in cash from 
all zamindars strictly, 
zamindars had to 

borrow money 

from bankers and 

lenders.  Those were 
unable to pay, have to 
sell their land to large 
zamindars.
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connection between the 
state and bankers, it was 
noticeable in Hyderabad 

and Awadh, evident in 
Bengal under the rule of 
alivardi khan 
(1740,1756 )during his reign 
banking house were 
prosperous.

➢ Common features 

amongst these states-
https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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highly suspicious 
(jagirdari  system 

part icularly )
2. Method of tax 

collect ion differed.
➢ Collection of revenue was 

done by revenue farmers. 
This practice of i jaradari  

was disapproved by 
Mughals spread in 18 th

cent .

i jaradari  system
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3. Relationship with rich 
bankers and merchants.

➢ Merchant and bankers 
lent money to farmers.

➢ Receive land as society
Collected tax from these 
lands through their own 
agents(farmers)
➢ Slowly rich merchants 

and bankers gaining a 
portfolio in order.
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➢ Rajput rulers of amber and jodhpur 

served Mughals. in exchange self 
government in their watan jagirs.

➢ Aj it  S ingh ruler of  jodhpur was 
included in the Mughal court.

➢ Many Rajput families claimed 
subadari(political and military 
function)of rich province of Gujrat 

and malwa.
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Rajput's 

claimed 

respectful 

jobs in 

Mughal 

court 
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➢ Raja aj it  S ingh of 

jodhpur held governorship 
of Gujrat , sawal raja ja i  

Singh of amber was 
governor of malwa.

➢ This offices was emperor was 
renewed by emperor 
jahandar shah in 

1713 .Nagpur was conquered 
and annexed by jodhpur 
while amber se ized bundi .
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The Sikhs

➢ Many organizations of Sikh 

during 7 th cent helped 
building state of Punjab battles 
were fought by guru Gobind 

S ingh against Mughals and 
Marathas.  Both before and 
after the institution of Khalsa 

in  1699.
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➢ After his death Khalsa 

rose revolt against 
Mughals under Banda 
bahadurs leadership, 
coin mint ing in name 
of guru Nanak and 

Gobind S ingh.

➢ Established rule in Sutlej  

and Jammu later 
bahadur was captured in 
1715,executed in 1716

coin minting

https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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guru 

Nanak 

Gobind 

Singh
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Jammu and KashmirSutlej river 
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organized no. of bands 
called Jathas , later on 
misls . Their combined 
forces were known as the 
grand army(dal Khalsa )

➢ Whole body use to meet 
at Baisakhi  and D iwal i  

in  Amritsar to take 
collective 
decisions(resolut ion of 

guru(gurmatas )
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D iwal i

Baisakhi and Diwali 

https://www.evidyarthi.in/



CLASS VII CH 10 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS

www.evidyarthi.in

A Jatha is an 

armed body 

of Sikhs

The misls were 

the twelve 

sovereign states 

of the Sikh 

Confederacy

Jatha

Jathas misls
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➢ System of Rakhi  was 

introduced in 18 th cent 

offering protection to the 
cultivators on the payment 
of tax of 20%.

➢ Guru Gobind inspired 

the Khalsa (raj karega 
Khalsa)they challenged the 
Mughal governors and then 
to Abdali  shah who seized 
Punjab and Sarkar of 

s irhind.
https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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➢ Khalsa strike their own 

coins in 1765 ,sikh 
territory extended in 
18th cent from the 
Indus to Jammu 

(ruled under different 
rulers)

➢ Maharaja Ranj it  

reunited these groups 
and created Lahore 

the capital in  1799.
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➢ Marathas another powerful 
kingdom(1627-1680)opposition of 
Mughal. Shivaj i (1627-1680)a 
stable kingdom with support of 
Deshmukh(warrior family)

➢ High post 

groups,peasants,pastoralist

➢ (kunbis)provided backbone to the 
Maratha army, Shivaji  challenged 
Mughals in the peninsula.

Chhatrapati Shivaji
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➢ After Shivaj i ’s death , effective power 

in the Maratha state was wielded by a 
family of Chitpavan Brahmanas who 
served Shivaj i ’s successors as Peshwa 
(or principal minister).

➢ Later Poona became the capital of 
Maratha kingdom, Marathas developed 
a successful military organization under 
peshwas by raiding c it ies,  

engaging Mughal army ,bypassing 

Mughal fort if ied areas.

https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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➢ In 1720 and 1761 

Maratha empire 
expanded, malwa and 

Gujrat were seized from 
Mughals in 1720s  

➢ In 1730s Maratha king 
became overlord of entire 
deccan peninsula now 
he can levy Chauth and 

sardeshmukhi  in entire 
region.

https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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Sardeshmukhi 

9-10% of the land 

revenue paid to the 

head revenue 

collector in the 

deccan

Chauth

25%of the land 

revenue claimed 

by zamindars.in 

the deccan this 

was collected by 

the Maratha's.
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1737,maratha domination 
expanded rapidly into 
Rajasthan and Punjab in the 
north into Bengal and Orissa 

in the east and into Karnataka 

and the Tamil  and Telegu 

countries in the south.
➢ These regions were not included 

in the Maratha empire but use 
to pay tribute to their 
sovereignty.

https://www.evidyarthi.in/



CLASS VII CH 10 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS

www.evidyarthi.in



CLASS VII CH 10 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS

www.evidyarthi.in
➢ They got enormous resources 

but due to military campaign, 
rulers of different region 
became hostile,  incl ined 

to support Maratha in 3 rd

battle of  Panipat in  1761.

➢ Maratha developed effective 
administration system, 
revenue demand introduced, 
agriculture was 

encouraged trade revived.

Trade of raw material 
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Revenue system introduced Agriculture increased
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➢ Thus allowed Maratha 

chiefs, (sardar) like 
sindhia of  Gwal ior,  

Gaekwad of Baroda 

and Bhosle of Nagpur 

raise powerful armies.
➢ Maratha campaign into 

malwa in 1720s did 
not pay attention to 
growth and 
prosperit ies of 

cit ies.
https://www.evidyarthi.in/
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Bhosle of Nagpur Gaekwad of Baroda 



CLASS VII CH 10 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY POLITICAL FORMATIONS

www.evidyarthi.in
➢ Uj ja in expanded under 

sindhia, indore under 

holkers (these cities were 
commercial and prosperous 
centers)

➢ Now trade routes emerged 
within the areas controlled 
by Marathas ,s i lk 

produce in  chanderi  

now found in Poona

(Maratha capital )

silk in chanderi 
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➢ Jats consolidated their power during 
late 17 th and 18 th cent under 
their leaders chairman, acquired 
territories of Delhi and by the 1680s 
they dominated Delhi  and Agra.

➢ They were prosperous agriculturist 
and towns like Panipat and 

Ballabhgarh became important 
trading centers dominated by 
them.
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➢ Under Suraj  mal,bharatpur 

kingdom became a strong state. Many 
people took refuge there when nadir 

shah attacked Delhi in 1739.
➢ His son Jawahir shah had 30,000 

troops ,h ired 20,000 

maratha,15,000 Sikh to f ight 

Mughals .
➢ Bhartpur was built in a tradit ional 

style,  garden place was seen at 
amber and Agra , used architectural 
form of shah Jahan per iod .

Suraj mal
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Troops Faught with Aurangzeb




