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3.7 The Man who Never Lied

The one special thing about Mamad was that he never told a lie. It’s not 
very easy to do that. But Mamad was a wise man. He kept his eyes open to 
what was going on around him and chose his words carefully. He became 
famous as the man who never lied. Even people who lived twenty days away 
knew about him.

When people told the king about Mamad, the king was not ready to 
believe it. 

‘‘Bring this man to me!’’ he said. So Mamad was brought before the 
king. 

“Mamad, is it true that you never tell a lie?”
“Yes, Your Majesty.”
“And you will not tell a lie in future?”
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“Never, Your Majesty.”

The king looked at Mamad thoughtfully. “Hmm! Be 
careful. Sometimes we don’t even know how the lie gets on our 
tongue.”

Some days passed. The king called Mamad again. When 
Mamad came, the king was just coming out of his palace. There 
were many people around him. He was going on a hunt.

The king called Mamad over to him. “Mamad, I am going 
on a hunt and then to my summer palace.” The king spoke as 
he walked towards his horse. He held the horse’s mane and put 
his left foot in the stirrup. Then he turned to Mamad and said, 
“Now run to the summer palace, and tell the queen to prepare a 
big feast for me and my people - including you. Hurry!”

Mamad turned around and hurried to the summer palace. 
When he left, the king began to laugh. “I am not going anywhere 
today. Just wait till Mamad tells this lie to the queen!”

The next day, the king went to this summer palace. “Did 
Mamad tell you to prepare a feast for me yesterday? It was a 
lie.”

“Mamad gave me your message yesterday.” The queen 
answered. “Mamad said, ‘Maybe the king will come here by 
noon, maybe he won’t’.”
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‘And what does that mean? Tell me for sure.’ I told Mamad, 
but Mamad said, ‘I can’t tell you for sure. I don’t know whether 
the king put his right foot in the stirrup or whether he put his left 
foot on the ground again after I left.’ So we just waited for you 
yesterday but you didn’t come.’’

When the king heard this, he was taken aback. He agreed 
that Mamad was really a wise man who only spoke what he 
saw with his own eyes - nothing more, nothing less !

kept his eyes open : watched carefully

famous : very well-known

was taken aback : was surprised or shocked

1. Read the story on page 76 aloud after the teacher.

2. Listen carefully while the teacher reads the story on page 77 aloud.

Read aloud the last word in every sentence together.

3. Say whether the following sentences are true or false.

(1) Mamad became famous as the man who lied.

(2) The king did not believe that Mamad never lied.

(3) The king told Mamad to be careful.

(4) Mamad saw the king riding his horse.

(5) Mamad did not give the king’s message to the queen.

(6) Mamad told a lie to the queen.

(7) The king agreed that Mamad was a wise man.

POINTERS

- An African folk-tale
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4. Find the opposites of the following from the lesson.

truth foolish always past tomorrow more

5. Discuss the meaning of the following sentences.

 Even people who lived twenty days away knew about him.

 Sometimes we don’t even know how the lie gets on our tongue.

 Maybe the King will come here by noon, maybe he won’t.

6. Form as many words as possible by combining one word each from (a) and (b).
Translate the words you make.

      (a)          (b)

no every any thing body one where

7. Read the following :

 care   careful  carefully

 thought   thoughtful  thoughtfully

8. Write any simple message for your friend.

9. Form groups of 5-6. Write down a simple message. Each person in the group

passes on the message orally to the next one after making one change in it.

See how the message changes till it reaches the last person.

Please 
come over 
to my 
house. We 
will study 
together.

Please 
come over 
to Tara’s 
house. We 
will study 
together.

Please 
come over 
to Tara’s 
house. We 
will play 
together.

Please 
come over 
to the Park. 
We 
will play 
together.

10. Find the past tense forms of :

Tell, keep, choose, live, become, look, pass, call, walk, turn.


