
Maharashtra Board Class 10 My English Coursebook
Solutions Chapter 4.3 O Captain! My Captain!

Question 1.
Pick out from the poem all words related to ‘ship’. Make a list of them in a word register:
(a) Port
(b) …………..
(c) …………..
(d) …………..
(e) …………..
(f) …………..
(g) anchored
(h) …………..
Answer:
(a) port
(b) keel
(c) vessel
(d) captain
(e) deck
(f) flag
(g) ship anchored voyage.
(h) shores

2. Read the poem again and complete the following
sentences.

Question 1.
Read the poem again and complete the following sentences.
(a) The Captain lies on the deck ……………………….
(b) The Captain doesn’t answer as ……………………
(c) Captain does not feel anything ……………………
(d) The bugle and flag are ……………………………….
Answer:
(a) The Captain lies cold and dead on the deck.
(b) The Captain doesn’t answer as he is dead.
(c) The captain does not feel anything beneath the poet’s arm because he has no pulse nor
will.
(d) The bugle is trilled and the flag is flung.



3. The poem has a direct reference to the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on 15th
April, 1865, after the Civil War was won. Match the symbols/images in Column A with what
they refer to, in Column B.

Question 1.
The poem has a direct reference to the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln on 15th
April, 1865, after the Civil War was won. Match the symbols/images in Column A with what
they refer to, in Column B.

Column ‘A’ Column ‘B’

1. the ship (a) victory (in the war)

2. the fearful (trip/ voyage) (b) the President of USA

3. the port (c) United States of America

4. the bells (ringing) (d) lifeless/dead

5. Captain (e) the deadly Civil War

6. anchored safe (f) celebrating victory

7. no pulse, nor will (g) peace after winning the war

Answer:

1. the ship – United States of America
2. the fearful (trip/voyage) – the deadly Civil War
3. the port – peace after wining the war
4. the bells (ringing) – celebrating victory
5. Captain – the President of USA
6. anchored safe – victory (in the war)
7. no pulse, nor will – lifeless/dead

4. The figures of speech ‘Apostrophe’ exists
throughout the poem. Pick out lines where the poet
directly addresses:

Question (a)
the dead captain:
Answer:
1. O Captain! My Captain!
2. rise up and hear the bells.
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Question (b)
The grief in his heart:
Answer:
1. But O heart! heart! heart!
2. O the bleeding drops of red.

Question (c)
The sea shore:
Answer:
1. Exult, O shores and ring,
2. O bells!

B. Find from the poem, one example of each of the following.

Question (B)
Find from the poem, one example of each of the following.
Answer:
(a) Personification – O Captain! My Captain! Our fearful trip is done.
(b) Alliteration – The ship is anchor’d safe and sound, its voyage closed and done.
(c) Tautology – Where on the deck my Captain lies, fallen cold and dead.
(d) Exclamation – But O heart! heart! heart!
(e) Antithesis – While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring.

5. Find and answer in your own words:

Question (a)
What are the signs that the captain has passed away?
Answer:
Everyone’s eyes follow the steady keel of the ship, the vessel that seems so serious and bold.
Where on the deck my Captain lies, fallen cold and dead. These lines shows that the captain
has passed away.

Question (b)
Why was the crowd on the shore eagerly waiting to felicitate their captain?
Answer:
As the people saw the ship very close to the port, they felt that their captain is back. So they
started shouting and enjoying to welcome their king. They wanted to felicitate their king for
his great victory in the Civil War.

Question (c)
What are the signs that show the people are celebrating victory ?
Answer:
The bells are ringing when the victorious ship is near. The flag is flung. The bugle is playing



loudly. People are crowding along the shores. They are rejoicing. They have come with
bouquets and ribboned garlands to welcome their victorious Captain. These signs show that
the people are celebrating victory.

Question (d)
……. dear father! This arm beneath your head…” Why do you think the speaker in the poem
puts his arm under the Captain’s head?
Answer:
The speaker in the poem puts his arms under the Captain’s head because he wants to help
him to hear the bells of happiness, he wants to show him the flag of victory and the
happiness of the people who were there with bouquets and wreaths.

Question (e)
Describe the grief that the speaker in the poem
feels at the death of his Captain.
Answer:
When the speaker in the poem saw steady keel of the ship that seems serious and bold; his
heart is suddenly filled with very strong emotion. He urged his captain to rise up and hear
the bells. He told him to rise up because the flag is flung for him. For him the bugle sounds.
For him people have brought bouquets and wreaths. People are crowding along the shore to
welcome him. He felt very sad and lamented after seeing captain’s dead body on the deck.

6. Glance through the poem again to find who the speaker addresses in the first two stanzas
and the last stanza.

Question 1.
Glance through the poem again to find who the speaker addresses in the first two stanzas and
the last stanza.
Answer:
In the first two stanzas the speaker addresses the Captain of the ship. In the last stanza, the
speaker addresses the crowd gathered at the shore to welcome the Captain.

7. Fill the qualities in the diagram given below: (Answers is directly given.)

Question 1.
Fill the qualities in the diagram given below: (Answers is directly given.)
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1. courage
2. naval expert
3. integrity
4. visionary
5. confidence
6. humane
7. self-disciplined
8. sympathetic
9. leadership

10. foresight
11. knowledge of weather signs
12. positive attitude
13. role – model
14. selfless service
15. good administrator

Answer:



8. Complete the following sentences choosing from the alternatives:

Question 1.
Complete the following sentences choosing from the alternatives:
(Answers are directly given and underlined.)
Answer:
(a) The rhyme scheme of the poem is aabbcded. (aabbccdd/abcdede/aabbcded)
(b) The line repeated in every stanza fallen cold and dead. (O Captain! My Captain!/Fallen
cold and dead)
(c) The steady rhythm in the poem consists of a pattern of three beats (three/four/five)
(d) In the third stanza the speaker does not address the Captain, (first/second/third)
(e) The type of poem is elegy because it is composed in memory of a passed away personality.
(sonnet, lyric, elegy)

9. The feeling of grief and pain of the speaker in
this poem are comparable to those of a great
Maratha leader, inspite of winning the battle at a
fort in Maharashtra. Guess who the great Maratha leader was and the Captain who was killed
in the battle. Write down other basic historical facts of the above.

Question 1.
The feeling of grief and pain of the speaker in this poem are comparable to those of a great
Maratha leader, inspite of winning the battle at a fort in Maharashtra. Guess who the great
Maratha leader was and the Captain who was killed in the battle. Write down other basic
historical facts of the above.
Answer:
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the king of Marathas, wished to capture the strong and
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unconquerable Kondana fort, which was under the Mughal Emperor, Aurangazeb. Keeper of
the Kondana was Udaybhan Rathor, a great warrior of the Mughals. Tanaji Malusare, the
brave lion-hearted general of Shivaji Maharaj took the responsibility to fulfil his king’s wish.

Tanaji, with a few mavalas climbed up the fort at night with the help of ropes. He fought
gallantly against the Mughals and conquered Kondana. Unfortunately Tanaji was killed in
the battle. When Maharaj heard that heart-breaking news of the great warrior’s death, he
expressed his grief and pain with the words – ‘I have won the fort but I have lost my lion.’
Since then the Kondana fort was called as ‘Sinhagadh.’

10. The poem has described the sad demise of the Captain. How would you console the son of
| the Captain? Write a short paragraph using the points given below:

Question 1.
The poem has described the sad demise of the Captain. How would you console the son of |
the Captain? Write a short paragraph using the points given below:
(a) Expressing grief on the death,
(b) An act of God.
(c) Words/sentences giving strength and courage to face the situation.
(d) Add your own points.
Answer:
Consoling the son of the Captain

I am at a total loss for words to express my feelings. I don’t understand how to console you
for ! the loss of your father. Your father was a great man, full of integrity and character.
Losing your dad can | be extremely difficult for you because you have lost your source of
strength, stability and consistency in your life. I am extremely sorry for your loss.

He was a real hero for the nation and a real patriot giving inspiration to all. Your dad was a
brave man. He had great courage and valour. He will be missed greatly and always
remembered during the time of crisis. I extend my heartfelt sympathy to you and your
family. May the soul of your father be at peace with our Heavenly father.

11. Read the poem. Write an appreciation of the
poem in about 12 to 15 sentences.

Question 1.
Read the poem. Write an appreciation of the poem in about 12 to 15 sentences.
Answer:

1. Title: O Captain! My Captain!
2. Poet: Walt Whitman.



3. Rhyme Scheme: The rhyme scheme for the stanzas 1, 3, and 5 is ‘aabb’. For stanzas 2, 4,
and 6, it is ‘abcb’.

4. Figure of Speech (Any 1): Repetition, Tautology, Personification.
5. Theme/Central Idea: The Central Idea of the poem is the lamentation (an expression of

great sadness) for the death of the Captain.

Here, America, which had undergone the Civil War, is compared to a ship that had
weathered a rough voyage; Abraham Lincoln, who steered the state through the Civil War is
compared to the Captain. Five days after the war ended Abraham Lincoln was shot dead. The
poet laments the death of this great leader.
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